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WHY WAW?

“Waw”, the Arabic term for “and”, is meant to make a connection
between you and us, so that we cease to be apart and so that the gap
between us, we the disabled, and you, the able-bodied members of
society, is no longer.

We have been marginalized for a long time, barely
communicating with society until we chose to meet with each other.

Yes, our choice was “Waw”, becuase we never chose our destiny.
We want “Waw” to speak of our condition, to tell society, to which
both disabled and able-bodied people belong, that there is a group of
people that needs support, a group which you have forgotten,
whether deliberately or not, and which wants to show what potential
it has to contribute in the road of a thousand miles, it is a scream
which has shoked throats for a long time before it was able echo
throughout.

“Waw” is a trial which the Jebanese physical Handicapped
Association wanted as an echo for its voice, a voice which began
several years ago and is still waiting for reponse from those
concerned. “Waw™ is an invitation to those who want to work for the
purpose of achieving rights for the disabled.

We wish “Waw” to be a dream come true for many, a dream
about a society complete through the efforts of all its members.
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WHY WAW?

“Waw”, the Arabic term for “and”, is meant to make a connection
between you and us, so that we cease to be apart and so that the gap
between us, we the disabled, and you, the able-bodied members of
society, is no longer.

We have been marginalized for a long time, barely
communicating with society until we chose to meet with each other.

Yes, our choice was “Waw”, becuase we never chose our destiny.
We want “Waw” to speak of our condition, to tell society, to which
both disabled and able-bodied people belong, that there is a group of
people that needs support, a group which you have forgotten,
whether deliberately or not, and which wants to show what potential
it has to contribute in the road of a thousand miles, it is a scream
which has shoked throats for a long time before it was able echo
throughout.

“Waw” is a trial which the Lebanese physical Handicapped
Association wanted as an echo for its voice, a voice which began
several years ago and is still waiting for reponse from those
concerned. “Waw” is an invitation to those who want to work for the
purpose of achieving rights for the disabled.

We wish “Waw” to be a dream come true for many, a dream
about a society complete through the efforts of all its members.
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ASSOCIATIONS

The Lebanese  Physical
Handicapped Union aims at
forming pressure groups to
obtain chances and equal rights
and challenging obstacles that

prevent the disabled from
integrating in society.
Established in 1981, the

association’s first achievement

was the reactivation of a
National Council for the
Disabled (1993) within the

ministry of social affairs. The
association worked on three
studies which later resulted in
the formulation of a draft law.
However, the council suffers
many obstacles, including the
fact that it covers the services
of merely 4.000 disabled
people despite the fact that

almost 7 percent of the
Lebanese  population  are
disabled.

Another achievement is that
seven disabled people were
elected as membres of
municipal councils.

The association was the first
to introduce Special Olympics

and include them in Arab
competitions, organizing in

1993 the first Arab tournament
for Special Olympics.

The Union has surveyed
people, of which 80 percent
are illiterate, 17 percent can
read, 15 percent are literate, 5
percent receive social aid, 77
percent are unemployed, and
83 percent suffer from
architectural obstacles.

The Union continuously
seeks to attract the greatest
number of disabled people and
volunteers. Anyone interested
in joining the association can
visit any of the Union’s offices
or call at 01/650417

LEGISLATION

In June, 1995, the then
Social Affairs Minister
Estphan  Douehi issued a
decision to categorize

disabilies and issue a personal
card for the disabled. The card
would faciliate the
documentation of cases of
disabled people in the country,
enable the disabled of
benefiting from services offerd
by the ministry.

The card would also divide
the disabled into three types;
physical, sensory and mental
disabilities.

HANDICRAFTS

The Union offers handicraft
sessions for the disabled in a
way which would make the
disabled feel productive. The
person responsible for the
handicraft department, Jihad
Ismail, joined the Union in
1982 and worked in his field.

He specialized in pottery,
flower design and painting on
wood and glass.

Until 1994, Ismail was
providing the disabled with
training sessions on the above
handicrafts.

But in an interview with
“Waw"”, Ismail said there was
a need to shift into a more
progressive and profitable craft
which would help the disabled.

“That was when the idea of
working  on  architectural
models and printing on silk
came. The decision
corresponded to local
demand”, he said.

Ismail said those who could

finally work on the
much-needed architectural
models needed intensive
training. In preparation, he

sought out a group of civil
engineers and interior
designers to help with the
guidelines of the training
session and then figured that
two-years would be the
suitable time for trainees in the
field.

Ismail urged the ministry of
technical education to provide
those who received the proper
training with certificates.
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A SOCIAL CASE
Abbas Khashan, 19, lives
with his mother and
grandmother in a room at the
controversial squatters
overlooking the Beirut
Gouvernment Hospital.

Abbas has been unable to
use his right leg since he was
hit by shrapnel during the 1982
[sraeli invasion.

He has had [8 operations
since then. Each donated by an
NGO or charity organization.

His mother has even
advertised to sell her kidney to
pay for another operation.

The metal rod in Abbas’,
leg has protruded in such a
way that he can no longer bend
1t

“It hurts him most at night.
He should have had the
operation to change the rod last
year but we didn’t have
money”’, said his mother.

Athough Abbas’. mother is

Lebanese from the southern
village of Aita Jabal, his father,
Ahmad Khashan, 1S
Palestinian.

Khashan abandoned his
wife and son in 1985. His

whereabouts are unknown.

Abbas is illiterate. He
spends his days listening to
music and watching television
“when there are football or
basketball games”. His case is
similar  to many disabled
people in the country.

SPRORTS

Wheelchair  basketball is
played with two teams of five
players each playing against
each other.

The game is made up of two
halves, 20 minutes each. Each
team should have no more than
12 membres -all qualifed to
play in games, and a coach,
assistant coach and team
leader.
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We are late and we admit it. But we are not too late.... not yet.

Between your hands is the first issue of L.P.H.U’s internal circular.

Our association, which is about to celebrate its 18th anniversary, should
be able to provide whatever it takes to keep this circular going so that it is
able to achieve its modest but hightly important mission.

It is extremely essential that we have a mechanism to defend the rights of
the disabled, whether social, cultural, political or human.

First, it is the responsibility at the association’s administrative committee
to monitor, write and publish the circular.

Second, it is the responsibility of those who volunteered to continue a part
of the association in all its fields.

Third, it is the responsibility of association members who face the greatest
reponsibility because there are huge social challenges which requires them to
correspond to our continuous and urgent call for equality.

Why not write, draw, express and think? Why not protect this circular
through contributing in distributing and campaigning for it so that it becomes
in the future the first magazine defending the rights of the disabled.

This is essential particularly when our UNION has all the qualifications
and potential to represent the disabled on a national level. One of the most
confirming evidence to the possibility of such a result is the many offices we
have all over the country, where members belong to all sects and are activer
on the local and natidnal level, in addition to having established continuous
contacts with Arab, regionaland international organizations that defend the
issues of the disabled.

Our hope 1s that this circular can spread developmental awareness and
abolish the idea of caring for the disabled because our struggle is against pity
and charity and in support of equality.

We are convinced that we can live as disabled people through
development and equal chances.

Circular Manager
Mohammed Harb

184 s> pduo 302l .glg



R}

Pourquoi “Waw™?

“Waw” en arabe équirant au mot de liaison “el”.
Pourquoi avoir appelé notre revue Waw? Pour que cette
publication soit une liaison entre vous et nous, pour que
le fossé qui nous sépare, nous handicapés et vous autres
membres de la société, soit comblé...

Nous avons longtemps vécu en marge de la SOCIEtE,
dans un monde différent du voétre, jusqu’a ce que nous
ayons décidé de nous réunir.

Waw est notre choix, nous qui n’avons jamais choisi
notre destin . Nous avons voulu a travers elle raconter
notre situation a une société a laquelle nous appartenons
comme vous. Vous montrer qu'une catégorie de gens a
besoin de votre soutien, une catégorie que vous avez
oubliée ou ignorée mais qui aujourd’hui veut prouver
qu’'elle peut contribuer a la collectivité. Waw est un
premier pas sur un long chemin, un cri du coeur...

Waw est une expérience que 1'Union des handicapés
du Liban a voulu tenter pour faire parvenir ses doléances
aux responsables concernés, et inviter tous ceux qui se
sentent concernés par la cause des handicapés a rejoindre
son gamp.

Nous espérons que Waw soit la réalisation d’un réve,
celui d’une société solidaire de tous ses membres...
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Voici la premiere édition de la revue de 1'Union des
handicapés du Liban dont la publication, nous I'avouons, n’a
que trop tardé. Mais dorénavant, il n’y a plus de raisons que
notre association, qui aura bientot dix-huit ans d’age, se prive de
ce moyen de communication pour défendre les droits des
handicapés, qu’ils soient juridiques, sociaux, humanitaires.
culturels, politiques ou en relation avec le développement.

Plusieurs parties se partageront la lourde responsabilité
d’assurer une longue vie a notre publication. D’une part, le
comité administratif de I'Union des handicapés se chargera de la
direction, de la rédaction et du suivi. C’est aussi la
responsabilité de volontaires que nous remercions pour leurs
efforts et qui, nous I'espérons, feront partie de toutes les
activités de I'Union. Enfin, c’est a nos collégues membres de
I"association que revient la charge la plus lourde. Ce sont eux
qui font face & de grands défis sociaux et aux quels il est
constamment demandé d’étre a la hauteur de notre appel 4 lutter
pour I'égalité des chances.

Pourquoi ne pas écrire, planifier, s’exprimer, penser?
Comment ne pas protéger cette publication et contribuer i sa
distribution et a sa promotion afin que, dans I'avenir, elle
devienne la premiére tritoune pour la défense des droits des
handicapés?

A T'époque des médias, d'Internet et des révolutions
technologiques, nous ne devons pas nous priver d'une arme qui
permette de gagner un vaste public i notre cause. Notre Union a
tous les atouts pour travailler & un niveau national. Preuve en
est, ses centres dispersés dans diverses régions libanaises, ses
membres nombrzux, appartenant A toutes les confessions et trés
présents sur la sceéne libanaise et arabe.

Nous espérons que cette publication contribue 2 accroitre
I'éveil concernant la question des handicapés et leur
développement, sans les confiner dans une logique d’aide et de
pitié.

Directeur de la rédaction
Mohammed Harb
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